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'and are.to be fold at hisþop under . 
t, Peters Church in Cornhill,. 
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TO THE RIGHT 
| HONOVRABLE AND 
| truly noble George Lord Berkley, 
perſonall ſafety with a Crowne of 
L.:5 Honour and Blefſedneſſe upon 


' _ thering and circle of choice 
J.  andeminent yertues, 


Right Hononrable: 
='5 H E men of the Eaſt 
went towards Beth- 
lem with Frankne 


ZERG manner, with 4 Ser- 


Wiki: 


* P 220n of Incenſe « led (as it were) by the 


| Starre, and drawne by the influence of 
your ſerenity and goodneſſe. Though it 
bee unworthy ſo great apatronage ; yes 
& it Hieroglyphicall, and may expreſſe 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the candid ſweetneſſe of your noble wer- 
tues : devoted ts your Honour before_s 
your travell, but now votive of ſafety 
in your travel 1t was burnt in the T em. 
ple you frequented ſo oficn when you lis 
ved at Athens, and it proceeds from 
that Church which s Columna verita- 
tis, (in another ſenſe) a pillar of truth to 
beare the indelible record of your obſer- 
wable graces, and to keepe a memoriall 
of thoſe Heroicall endowments, which 
none can well ſay whether they ought 
more to honour, or to admire. 
Stories mention one that had the gc- 
nerall voice of the whole Senate, to bee 
filedoptimus, and that was Naſiea 4 
famous Romane : 1 finde the like con- 
ſent here with many, touching the plan- 
fible goodnefſe of your moſt Honourable 
 diſpoſition:whilſt they areready to bring 
ou forth as Chriſt d:a Nathaniel wth 
ax [ Ecce,] Ecce vere Iſraclita, ecce 
vere Nobilis, Behold an Ifſraclite in 
deed. behold anoble Patrician iz ated, 


in whom the nobility of minde ſtrives 
| | with 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
with nobility of kind in will not to be in- 


feriour, dnejrr@ aca, ſaith 4 good 


Father of Athanaſtus,be was of ſo greas 
and admirable vertue that none was able 


"to come neere him, of ſo rare and conrte- 


os affability that any might come neere 
him. If your Lordſhip bee once named, 
the Elogie & verified, aud Athanaſius 
will be alive againe, if not (as his name 
zmports) immortall in your Honour. 
But 1 may not ſpeak trath at all times 
without prejudice, though I have long 


beene an eye witneſſe of the chaiſe elegan- 
ries and noble pratiices of your life and 


converſation, leſt my ſweet Odours ſeem 
like thoſe precious balines which the_ 
Prophet ſo much deprecates. Perſevere 
oxely and be monnted in the Chariats of 
Iſrael, #por the wheeles and wings of 
righteonſneſſe aud glory * there is no- 


thing ſo potent to magnifie the name, or 
extend the blood of greateſt Potentates 


with perpetuity of ſucceſſion, as the duell 
of Tacob that wreſtled with an Angell, 
or the perambulation of Enoch , that 

cod aid 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
did both walke and tatke with God, in 


the motions of his heart, and devvotions 
of his ſpirit. To dilate here were to for- 


get the nature, as well as the meaſure of 
an Epiſtle : and yet 1 know not how pin: + 


oueſcit oratio, ( as Sazzr Hierome 
writcs to Damaſus)my words ſpread and 
grow fat with the mention of your ample 
g004neſſe. Bat 1 will not trouble you with 
theſe remembrances, ſinct your owne_> 
breft is a counſell-table and full Library 
of underſtanding thonghts, and diſcreet 


notions. If the Honourible robe of 


your favourable proteftion may fall apo 


the naked truth of this new-borne Tra, 
as ſometimes the mantle of Eliah did - 


xpon Elizeus, when he mounted into 
heaven,it ſhall be unto mee both a rejoy« 
cing and an ornament : for whether 1 
write or lay up my pen inſulence, Theepe 
the image of your vertue engraven in 
me, and truly honour that imperative 
worth, which commanas love and obſer- 
wvance inall that come within the Sphere 


ef yonr light, and reſplendency of your 
gz 004: 


 TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 

goodnefſe. Meane while, my ſheafe_ 
makes obeylance to the ſheafe of Io- 
ſeph, who i likened io a flouriſhing 
bouzh , and beareth increaſe in his very 


 mame: 1 pray God the power thereof may 


be conſpicuous in your Lordſhip, by the 
glorious encreaſe, and illuſtrious ampli- 
fication of your name and family : and 
let the extin(tion of either be Vtopian, 
like the ſepulcher of Moſes, which never 
was heard of yet by any. But why doe 1 
mentionthe nameof Ioſeph 2 there is 4 
bleſſing in your owne : and Berek-clie 
in the ſacred Tongue is Di benediQio, 
that is your name, and my deſire is, it 
may be your portion : at leaſt your viati- 
cum 4nd condutt whilſt you are abroad. 
Thi Incenſe ſhall ever be ready for yor, 
that of my Sermon afpires to you not fron 
an Angels hand, but from a ſervants 


That wiſheth all ſafety 
and felicity cumu- 
| late on your LP?, 


-* hand 


Iohn Wall. 
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The ſmoake of the odours with the 
-- prayers of the Saints went up before God 
from the CAngeis hand, 


ASS Re and Leah 

£ built the houſe of 

Paw j Ifracl ; ſodoth In- 

A WEE firuRtion and Prater 

[A/T von the Church 
[PIRTR_Vy of Chrift. 

= "ASE === Tyſtrution di- 

reas Prayer, that it may be aright : 

Prayer helps InſtruQion, that it _ 

| e 


2 The Incenſe of the Goſpel, * © 


be profitable. It wee reade God talkes 
with us:if we pray we talke with God: 
both conſpire to make the dialogue 
perfeR, and the conference mutuall. .. 
Therefore doe'the Elders come before © 
the Lambe with Harps and 7Yiolls in 
their hands: ſounding harps, golden 
violls ; pleaſant harps, fragrant violls ; 
violls full of odours, harps ſer to mu- 
ficke and harmonies Euangelicall. Had 
any Prophet in this his viſion ſeenc 
Trumpets and no Odours, or Odours 
 andno Trumpets, we might imagine _.. | 
the rwo acts of religious worſhip had | 
beene ſeparable. But the Trumpets 
which are the voice, the glorious, and | 
thundring voice of the Goſpell of 
Chriſt, and the doctrine of falvation 
the Odours, which are the prayers,the 
zealous and fervent prayers of devout 
men and Catholique Beleevers, are Io :. 
joyned in the Prophets Revelation, as 
they ought to be in the practice of the 
Church. In the linke and union of 
twins, ſo amiable and gratious, I doe 
not 
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» The Incenſe of the Goſpel. 3 


not ſay that any hath choſen the bet-. 
ter part,for they are moſt interchige- 
ably mingled. And if yee marke the or. 


_ der,the Trumpersare given to the An. 


oells before the Odours, that hee that 
prayeth, might not deſpiſe him that 
propheſicth : but the odours are burne 
ere cver the Trumpets are ſounded, 
that he that propheſieth might nor be 
exalted againfthim that prayeth. Both 
have reſemblance to thoſe two Diſci- 
ples, that ran together. 704 came firſt 
tothe place wher his maſter lay, bor wee 
not firft in. Peter went in to the place 
where his Maſter lay, but came not 

firſt, In I:ke manner Propheſie ſhewes 

us the way to heaven, that wee may 
come firſt, ro the knowledge of God, 
and the righteouſnes of his Kingdomes 
but Prayer opens the gate of heaven, 

that wee may enter the joy of our Ma- 
ſer, and the felicitic of his choſen : 

that commeth firſt there, this gets 
firſt in : that drawes towards the 
Courts of God,this leads to the Aghtt 

® 


4 The Incenſe of the Goſpel. P 
of God, that we may ſtand before him, 
in the light of his countenance, and 
the glory of his preſence : agreeable 
with the text dvify 5xamvO- | 

The ſmoake of the odours, with the 
prayers of the Saints, went up before God 
from the Angels hand. 

I might compare my Text to the 
mountaines of Bether, where the Lord 
diſports himſelte as a young Hart, or 
a pleaſant Roe, among the ſpices. But 
indecd they area violl of gold, 8 con- 
eaine the prayers of the Saints, Where 
_ firſt Inote their repreſentation and f1- 

militude : They are as The ſmoake of 
0dours, The ſmoake of the odeurs with 
the prayers of the Saints, 

Secondly, their preſentation and ac- 
ceptance. They are exhibited by an 
Angell. [ Went up before God from the 
Anzels hand. | 

In the Repreſentation which is pa- 
rabolicall, yce have odorem Leban;,the 
favour of Lebanoz, even the wonder- 


full fycernes of pictic and'deyotion. 
38 The 


The Incenſe of the Goſpel. 5 

T be ſ[moake of the odours with the 
prayers of the Saints. 

In the Preſentation which is Ange 
licall, yce have preſidinm Chriſti, the 
honour of Chriſt, and the wonderfull 
power of his mediation and interceſſi- 
on. | Went. up before God from the An« 

els hayd. 

There be ſome cauſe a ſmoake, and 
that a great one, bur it is with their 
ſinnes,and not with their prayers,that 
Is 1mpious: there be others ſend forth 


_ prayers,and that in bead-rolls,but they 


20C up before Images, but not before 
the Lord, and that is idolatrous : there 
bee many dire their prayers unto 
God, bur it is by our Lady or ſome 
deified Creature, not by Chriſt the ho- 
ly Angel, that 1s ſuperſtitious : onely 
this of 1042 is a {ure rule and moſt in- 
fallible direQion, The ſmoake of the 0- 
dours, with the prayers of the Saints, 
_ up before God, from the CAneells 
4nd. h 

I have now ledd you to the u—_ 
cals 


SES 


6 Thelncenſeof the Goſpel. 
this aromaticall Hill, and diſcloſed the 


receipt of my golden Violl, would 
God I might find that in Church, 


which the Prophet notes to be in hea-. 


ven, immediately before the Text, 
and that is filence, and devotion, 4a. 
n dn There was ſilence in heaven for 
the ſpace of halfe an houre. The hope 
of this puts mce on to the diſperſion 


and ſcattering of theſe myſticall odors, 


and ſo Ibeginne with the Repreſenta- 
- tiON, *Avii 5 wives, The ſmoake of the 

odors, with the prayers of the Saints. 
Before the Tabernacle there was an 
Altar of ſacrifice, within the Taberna- 
cle an Altar of perfume : the one for 
the immolation of beaſts,the other for 
the burning of Incenſe. Though. God 
want neither, yet did he injoyne both, 
that hee might be honoured of men, 
and glorified of his creatures. The 
end whereof in the judgment of A- 
9#in4s 1s threefold, Pardon of finne, 
Adoption of grace, Fruition of glory. 
Bur the date of theſe things is long 
lince 
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The Incenſe of the Goſpel. * # 
fince expired, ard they have all recei- 
ved their conſummation fiom that 
everlaſting Paſſeover, who was Hoſtia 
& Hol6cauflam(as the Schooles ſpeak) 
the burnt offering, and the great 
burnt offering, the Peace-offering, and 
the offering for firne ; purgative, and 
conciliatorie, of mercie ar.d redemp- 
tion, and having given himſclfe(a2s the 
Apoſtle notes ) ecotcer x her a full, - 
and perf ſacrifice, oblation, ſatiſ- 
faction, expiation, for the finnes of the + 
whole world, did offer prayers and re- 
quefts with ſirong cries and teares njon 
ihe Croſſe, ro him that was able 10 ſave 
him from death, Heb. 5.9, What then 
doth God require of us, but truth in 
the inward parts;and that I may ſpeak 
in the language of Chryſologas, F itam 
nonmoriem, fidem non ſanguinem, lite 
in ſtead of death , faith in ſtead of 
blood, vowes in ficad of gifts, Almes 
in ſtead ot entralls, and the bowells of 
mercie before the bowells of any 
creature : not the dead heart of a blee- 
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The Incenſe of the Goſpel. 
ding ſacrifice, bur the living ſacrifice 
of a bleeding heart: Sacrifices and 66- 
lations wouldeſt thow not, a body haſt 
then ordained, Sacrifices and oblations 
wouldeſt thou nor, a ſoule haſt thou 
ordained, ſoule and body, fleſh and 
ſpirit to be aliving ſacrifice unto thee; 
bodies mortified, ſoules humbled with 
contrition and repentance, The calves 
of humilitie and obedience, the lambs 
of puritic and holineſſe, the beeves of 
ſervice and painfulneſfſe, the doves of 
ſimplicitie and meckneſle, for bread, 
knowledge ; for wine, penitence; for 
ſalt, diſcretion for the far of rammes, 
the ſweetneſle of devotion ; for the 
waſhings, and purifyings,and the out- 
ward ceremonies of viſible aſperſions, 
eanguay eluan , the ſpt inkling of thar 
blood, which left the channels of our 
Saviours fleſh, and was poured forth 
as water,but now runnes in the veines 
of his mytticall body, as rivers in the 
midſt of Paradiſe, and gives life to 
every member. So that wee may cry 
in 
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T he Incenſe of the Goſpel. g 
in the voyce of Irene, Sacrificia in 
Eccleſia, ſed jpecics immutata. There be | 
oblations in the Church, and obla- | 
tions in the Synagogue; Icwiſh ſacri- 
I: fices, Chriſtian ſacrifices ; theirs cor- | 
porall, ours ſpiricuall ; theirs from the 
hand, ours from the hearc. They facri- 
| fice beaſts, we crucifie the whole body 
of finne, and mortifie the carnalitic of 
our affections. They burne incenſe, we 
{end forth odours, but it is with our 
prayers, 2nd from ovr prayers, (as the 
 Texrisdiverſly read by divers cxpolt- 
” TOrs. ) Theſe odonrs arc our prayers , 
our prayers as theſe odours : and it one 
Chapter may be the comment of an- 
other, 10h cleares thar in the fift and 
the eighth of the Apocal: which in the | 
| Eighth and rhe fourth of this place hee 
leaves ambiguous, not by way of con» 
junQion, but in the dire termes of a 
natural predication,0 dores ſunt preces, 
T he odonrs of the Violls are the prayers 
of che Saints. Nay, we are odor Chriſti, 
the fayour of Chriſt neo God, but it 
a. is 
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io The l1ncenſe of the Goſpel. 
is in the ſtrength and vertue of our 
petitions, with our prayers and from 
our prayers, they cauſe the ſmell and 
vapour ſweetly into moſt gratious 
and pleaſing cxhaltations. Wherevpor! 
faich Pavid, Let my prayer goe up be- 
fore thee as inceuſe,and the lifting up of 
»1y hands as an evening ſacrifice. For | 
am of opinion with Saint Azf{/z, that 
cuerie man hath an Altar in his breſt, 
aut Dev aut adverſario,eyther for God 
or for the devill.It i: borne with pride 
or envie; it 1s the devills Alrar : if it 
burne with love and pictie, it is Gods 
Alrar, where the cries, and the teares., 
and the ſighes, and the groanes, & the 
ſvupplications, and the prayers, of his 
elect children are moſt gratiouſly re- 
ceived as the ſmoake of Incenſe. What 
then is Incenſe but the confeRion of 
many Spices , and what is Prayer, bur 
the compoſition of many graces. Lei 
Aoſes tell you the ingredients of the 
One,as they are numbred in the booke 
Of Exod, Faith and Charitic, Devo- 
tion 
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T he Incenſe of the Goſpel, 1t 
tion'and Humilitie, compound the 
other, and make ir holy. Incenſe goes 
up and flyeth as the ſparkes towards 
heaven : and doth nor prayer aſcend 
and pierce the clouds, that wee ma 
obtaine a bleſſing © Incenſe fills the 
ayre, and takes away the annoyance 
of ſordid filth and cadaverous purre- 


factions : and doth not prayer fill the 


houſ: of God, andrake away the gra- 


_ veolency of thoſe wounds, which in 


the phraſe of David ſtinkeand are abo- 

minable ? h 
Incenſe is moſt fragrant when it is 
broken; and is not prayer moſt ac- 
ceptable, waen it procee:|s from a 
contrite ſpirit? Incenſe doth not ſmell 
unlefle ye burn ir, and muſt not praier 
be caſt into rhe fire, before it give a 
a ſinel!l, wherher it bee fire of trouble 
and perſecution, or the fire of charity 
and devotion*ſure I am it is like that 
which Promerhers tooke from heaven, 
celeſtiall and divine, the love of God, 
and fire of his Spirit, whereof Chriſt 
B2 pak, 


«2 The lncenſe of the Goſſel. 


ſpake, Yeni ignem mittere , 1 came to 
ſend fire upon the earth. Thus muſt 
our prayers bee zcalous and fervent, 
before they can be elevate, and aſcen- 
denr. Levitie is a ſecond quality , - 
wrought by heat, and warmth, as we 
ſee inthe diſpoſition ol the Elements, 
neirher doth the text ſay aſcendsr odor, 
but, aſcenditfamms,itis not the odour, 
but rhe ſmoake of the odour that poes 
up, that our hearts may be as the Diſ- 
ciples, burning within us, and our 
tongues as the Apoſtles, ſmoaking 
without us, whiiſt every one Jlabours 
to be tranſtormed with the Spouſe, 77 
fami virgulam, into a rod of ſmoake, 
chat gces up from the wildcrnetle : ir 
is fit our conference with Good, ſhould 
be like his with us ; he ſpake to us in 
fire and ſmoake, when hee gave the 
Law ; wee muſt ſpeaketo him in fire 
and ſmoake, as eften as we pray : the 
fire of love, the ſmoake of our devo- 


tions,” Tepcditic is more tollerable in 
things naturall, then in things ſpiri- 


tuall : 
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T he Incenfe of the Goſpel. 15 
tuall : And though many be received 


of God by outward conformity , as 
hopefull beleevers, this Laodicean 


. temper will make him vomire them up 
as loarhſome deceivers. Neither will 


any fire ſerve turne : ſtrange fire was 
the ruine of Nadab and Abby, be- 
ware then of wrath, and malice, and 
hatred, and contention, and the im- 
moderate deſire of filthy lucre, theſe 
are ſtrange fires, 4d perditionem uſg, 


genimina eradicantes , that burne ro 
deſtruction, and root forth our in- 


creaſe, 10631. orto uſe the phraſe of 
the Prophet, carbenes deſolatory, wa- 
ſting coales, ſmoaking fire krands of 
miſerie and deſclation, that devoure 
all chat is good, as well the Pricſt as 
the ſacrifice, the Temple with the Al- 
tar, I neverreade that CAar9% burnt 


; incenſe, buthee tooke the fire of the 


Altar, and if ever wee meanc to prc- 
ſent God with the z»cexſe of our pray- 
ers, wee mult imitate the Seraphins, 
and take coales from the altar, the al- 
B 3 tar 
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14 Thelnxcenſe of the Goſpel. 
tar of our crucified Head, the altar of 
our crucified members : the remem- 
brance of his death, the merit of his 
obedience, the ſweat and agonie of 


his meritorious paſſion and bitter ſub. / 


ferings. O thc Yeſtall fire of that bur- 
ning Creſ/e, how doth it fume and 


ſmoake before the Lord continually ! 


whilſt his fleſh withers, and his bones 
are conſ{umed,and his ſoule melts, and 
his firength is dried up like a potſherd: 
there be the coales of love and chari-_ 
tie, grace and mercie, righteouſneſle 


and pittie , that muſt enflame our 


hearts, and purge ' our tongues, and 
kindle our devorion, and ſanctifie our 
prayers, and make the ſmoake thereof 
reake and breake as the ſacrifice of 
Noah, into aſavourot reſt, and plca- 
ſant ſweetneſſe:for they are the prazers 
of the Saints that have this ſemblance, 
and doe {mel}, = 
Yt Coſmi ſoleant alablaſira fociq, deori: 
They onely are as the Camels of 
the Iſhmaelites Jaden with ſpicery and 
; 7, On Cl myrrh, 


| The Incenſe of the Goſpel, 15 
! myrrh,andbalmein the way to Ee ypr- 
| Letthe Schoole of C1riſtippe; heare 
_ this, and ſtore themſelves with pow- 
ders; let rhe daughters of Capaalcarn 
this,and bury themſelves with odours: 
O that we rooke ſo much care to pow- 
der the inward man with the ſacred 
duſt of theſe myſticall altars, as ſome 
doe the outward man with the duſt of 
Merchants, the choice perfumes of 
ſamptuous and unuous delibutions. 
Alas, my brethren, will yee needs 
| _ _ mikeyour ſelves coarles before your 
time, by the vaine exccffe of aroma- 
| ricallembalmings ! what is the pow- 
der andthe Pomander but the ſordid 
excrements of inferiour creatures, in 
it ſelfe excrement, ro others decre- 
ment, more agreeable with the dead, 
then with the living, with the coffin 
then with the cabbin! I would nor 
have men like Beetles, that abandon * 
odours; there is a moderate ufe of all 
Gods creatures, which to dccline is 
not civill, bue Cynicall ;: and Chriſt 
_ cold 


1s Thelzcenſe of the Goſpel. 
I rold the Diſciples when Mary pou- 
a0 red forth her coſtly ointment, that ſhe 
1 had wroughta good worke upon him. 
Ir grieves me onely that we ſhould la- 
bour more to pleaſe our ſelves then 
ever we doe our Maker ; and yet wee 
are ncver without a ſmoake, if not a 
ſuffocation and ſtifling of vertue and 
l goodneſſe, whileſt fo miny exhauſt 
Hi rhemſclves in fruitleſſe vanities, Fums- 
f wenduliſumi-penduli && eomniavertunt 
= —i#n femum & cineres + their belly 
lf is their god,their glory is their ſhame, 
[Bj their Cooke is their Prieſt,their larder 
11 is their Temple, their wine ts their 
Cf ſpiric, their ſtomach is their altar, their 

| dithes are thcir graces, their fulneſſe 
and their belchings are their know- 
ledge and their propheſics. 

Wee havea ſimoake goes up from 
the deſperate malefaQor, bur it is a 
ſmoake of cruell revenge and bloody 
maſſacres : wee have a ſmoake that 
goesup from the curſed blaſphemer, 
Hut iris aſmoak of horrible perjurics, 
«TAs + | oe" 
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and direfull imprecations : we havea 
ſmoake that goes up from the laſcivi- 
ous wanton, but it is a ſmoake of mel- 
ting pleaſures, and conſuming diſſo. 
lutions : wee have a ſmoake goes up 
from the voluptuous Epicure, bur it is 
the ſmoake and nidor of ſuperfluous 
exceſle, and erutant comeſlations : 
thereisa {ſmoke that goes up from 
every perſon that offends, for iniquity 
is as a ſmoake, and it were well it 
would vaniſh wich che ſmoake, bur 
this ſmoake goes up, and brings ano- 
ther downe, the ſmoake of pleaſure, 
and tranſgreſſion, the ſmoake of dif. 

leaſure and confuſion , if we ſnoake 
God with the offence of our finnes, 
he will ſmoake us with the plagues of 
his Tuſtice, | 

Let him touch the mountaines, 
and they ſhall frmoake, Whar then 
ſhall become of thoſe ſilly wormes, 
that creep under and ſay to the moun- 
taines, Coverus, and to the hills, Fall 
ypon us. Alas, they area broken reed, 

| doe 
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doenot hurt them; they are ſmoaking 
flaxe, doe not quench them. I would 
to God that bottomleſle pit were not 
open, and did not ſend forth a ſmoake 
of Locuſts and Scorpions, falfe tea- 
chers,Pſeudapoſtolicke deceivers,that 
darken the ayre, obſcure the Sunne, 
the light oftruth, and brightneſſe of 
the Goſpel, with the devilliſh practices 
of their fuliginous and caliginous ma- 
chinations. I fearethere be too many 
that run after them, and ſet more by 
their ſmoakethen our fire. The Lord | 
grant that they may returne, at leaſt 
cſcape the wrath to come, and not be 
ſubjettorhar heavie condemnation, 
the ſmoake of their torment goeth up he- 


fore the Lord for ever. Sweet Ieſu 


draw them with the favour of thy 
ointments, the fme]l of thy blood, the 
ſent of thy flowers, the plcaſurcs of 
thy Vine,the ſweetnes of tny odours, 
thecords of thy love,the beauty of thy 
bolineſſe,the power of thy word, the 
vertue of thy graces, the pillar of thy 
| \moake, 
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ſnoake, and the ſmoake ofthy prayers 
which thou didſt ſend up for mercy 8& 
releaſe, when the cexſer of thy fleſh was 
all on fire, and that precious alablaſter 
of thy ſacred body was emptied of its 
treaſure : wellmay they have prayers, 
and oriſons, mattens and maſſes, and 
that at times appointed, and houres ca- 
nonicall;they arenot praiers of Sainrs, 
but prayers unto Sarrts, and therefore 
doe not aſcend and goe up before the_> 
Lord ; which is my ſccond Colle, 
namely, the Preſcntation and accep- 
rance, and preſents it ſelfe ro your ac- 
ceptance in theſe words, Went up be- 


fore the Lord from the Angels hand. 


The mother of Anguf{us being with 


' . child, dreamed that her wombe ipred 


over the earth, & her bowels reached 
unto heaven : Bur itis truc of Hzeraſa- 
les the mother of us all, when ſhee is 
full of the ſpirir, and ready to be deli- 
vered of prayers & ſuppJications, her 
wombe opens, and her bowells reach 
unto heaven, her children ſhoot up, 
EY and 
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andthe defires of her ſoule goe up be- 
fore the Lord from the Angels hand. 


They goe up, as prayers, they goc 


up before the Lord, as the prayers of 


the Saints , they goe up, there is their 
motion , and divine progrefle , they 
goe up before the Lord, there is their 
#bication, and glorious preſence; their 
motion aſcendent, their «bication tran- 
ſcendent, iv-mwy $4 ſaith the Text, they 
are not aſhamed to looke God in the 
face, and put him beſide the queſtion 
which hee made to our father in the 
Gardcn, Adam ubi es ? Adam where 
art thou, and where is thy poſteritie ? 
for what are prayers but devout ejacu- 


lations, and pious liftings of the heare 


and ſoule to him that ruleth in the hea- 
vens, ſent by the Spirir, preſented by 
the Sonne, to him thar lives for ever, 
and firs upon athrone. Let me not part 
that which cleaves rogether,the aſcent 
is not reall bur metaphoricall, and im- 
portsgrace and favour with the Lord, 
much like thatin the As, 4ſcerderunt 
cleemoe 
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eleemoſyne, Thine almes are gone up 
before mee : which S.Anſtiz hits very 
well, Aſcendit eratio, deſcendit grail, 
Theexhalation of pictic, reſolves ina 
diſtillation of mercie. And the aſcent 
of prayer, is a deſcent of favour to the 
Saims. Whether prayers, or ſupplica- 
t10zs, Or requeſis, or gratulations, as 
the Apoſtle bath diſtinguiſhr,rhcy force 
heaven,and wreſtle with God as 1acob 
with the Angel,they lay violent hands 
vpon the Lord, and will not let him 
£0C except he blefle us : and therefore 
Satan cannot endi.re to hcare of pray- 
er, he loves it as he loves holy warer,it 
is his rack, his purgatorie,and (it I may 
ſo ſpeake) his very hell. Hetemprs vs 
by the weakneſle of our fiſh, we tor- 
ment him by the ſlrengrh of our pray- 
ers. Give me leave to refreſh you with 
the Story of S. Dominicke, who mce- 
ting with the Devill in the likeneſle of 
a Frycr, — Non longaeft fabula, -— 
bronght him into the ſcverall places of 
his Covent, Firſt,into the Dormitory 

where 
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wherethey ſlept; then he asketh what 
he uſeth ro doe there. Here ( faith the 
Devill) T tempt them to ſicepe long, 
and to overmuch idlenefſe, Afterward 
intro the Refeory where they dined. 
Here (ſaith the D-vill) T rempt them 
ro gluttony and intemperarte feeding. 
Ar length into the Locurory where 
they difcourſt. Here (faith the Devil) 
I cempr them to confuſion of language 
and diſcord of opinion. But when hee | 
came to the Chappeldoore, he would | 
by no mennes enter ; for (ſaith he)rhis ' 


is 2 Curſed place, and whatſoever I ger: 

ellewhere, I loſe here. I ſtand not upon 

che evidence of theſe fabulous relati- 

ons, o_y {as S. Auſtin ſpeakes) ad ſa- 
? 


[ntem cvaleat, let us make ſome beneftr 
of i, and obſerve that prayer prevai- 
ſeth much with God,and much againſt 
the Adverſary; it makes our peace,and 
drives away our accoſer : being as 
Niſſen writes 'fermgirn 32, a ſhield to 
the wayfairing, a ſword to the warre- 
faring.a guard to him that lyerh ”—_ 
an 


and a fortrefle ro him that ſtandeth vp= 
on his guard. Yet is it not alike with 
Cain and Abel, Wee know (ſaith the E- 
vangeliſt) 1hat God doth not heave fin- 
zers, The cry of their finnes drownes 
the cry of their prayers,nay their pray - 
er is zurxed into {inne, and proves ab. 
hominable. Well may they be heard 
as the Publicay was in the dejeRtion of 
ſpirir, and the remorſe of conſcience: 
for God can diſtinguiſh betweene the 
fault and the perſon. They ſhall never 
be heard inthe corumacy of their hart 
and malignitie of their inventions. 
For there be two things, that ſhut the 
eares of God from our prayers: the 
firſt impictie and wickednes,therefore 
Samuel was not heard when he praied 
for Saul, The ſecond blindnes and ig- 
norance,that wee may ſce what a good 
Mother ſhee isto devotion, and there- 
fore the ſonnes of Zebede were dil- 
charged, with a weſcitis quid rogatis, ye 
know not what yee atke, Onely the 
prayers of the righteous are very pow- 

| erfull 
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"24 The Incenſe of the Goſpel. 
erful,wel knownto that bloody tyrant 
Maximinus,who feeling the plague of 
Gods judgments in his bowells, when 
he was troubled with a Fiſtula and the 
fretting rottenneſſe of a moſt incura- 
ble vicer, ſer open the Churches otthe 
Chriſtians, and gave them libertic of 
divine ſervice, with ftrair command to 
pray forthe ſafetic of the Emperor as 
Euſcbins writeth in the ninth booke 
and cighteenth chapter of his Ecclcfi. 
aſticall ſtorie . Ler Moſes pray the 
Rockes ſhall guſh forth water, and it 
ſhall raine quailes upon them in the 1 
wildernes, Ler Eliah pray, the bottles 
of heaven ſhall be opened, and the 
clouds ſhall droppe in great «bun- 
dance.Ler 19n4h pray the ſca-monſter 
ſhall bze his refuge, and the bellie of - 
che whale a tabernacle of ſafetic, Let | 
Hezechtiah pray, Zenacheriv (hall bee * 
murdered by his owne Children and ! 
£85000 of his enemies ſhall bee ſlaine 
in one nighr, by the ſword of an An- 
 gell. Yetifthiseucr hold why _ _ 
Ot 
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Lord heare the Devil] and not-the 


| Apoſtle © Satan prayed that he mighe 


tcmpr 7b, that was granted; Paul that 
be might eſcape the buffcrings of Sa, 
tan, that was not granted, propier aug- 
mentum graiie ({y the ſcnooles) that 
his faith might increaſe, and his com- 
forts might abound:So that if God 
doe nor heareto our defire and expec-= 
tation, he will heare ro our gloricand 
falvation:Ifhe doe nor graunc us that 
which is moſt ſought, hewill graunt 
us that which is moſt fit:If he doe nor 
give 11s earth, he will give us heavens. 
(as S. Anſtin vponthe 85 Plalme doth 
ſtate the queſtion.) Thus are Chriſti= 
ans like unto patients when they are 
deſperatly fick, their friends give them 


| whatſoever they will have: But when 


there is hope of life, they denie many 


| things which may doethem hurt. 


Strive we then to conforme our will 
to Gods pleaſure, left our condition be 


like that of E/aw,who found no place for 
; C re- 
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repentance, though hee ſought it with 
zeares. For if our deſires be earthly and 
carnall, God will ſcarce heare vs, if he 
do his Sonne. Chriſt prayed in behalfe 
of Peter , that his faith might bee 
ſtrengthned, and then he was heard, in 
behalte ofhis enemics,that their finnes | 
might bee forgiven, and then hee was | 
heard: but when he came to ſpeake for 
himſelfe, with a #ranſeat cal;x, Letthis 
cup paſle, the cup did not paſſe, but his 
words did paſſe : forthey were not af- 
rer the will of God, bur after the will 
of man, 2a wiſh more.then a will, 0 | 
volnytas, fed velleitas, fanh that Ange | 
licall Doffor, not an abſolute and per- | 
fe& deſire of his reaſonable ſoule, but a # 
naturall and imperfet motion of his} 
troubled flefh,ariling from the weake-| 
neſſe of humane frailey. Elſe Chriſt 
had beene ſurely heard ; for it is he that 
makes our prayerstoalcend, and haye 
a gratious audience in the Court and 
pallace of that heavenly Kingdome. 
in 


What manner of men ought wee 
to be then during the time of prayer, 
in all humilitie and religious obſer- 
vance 2 Doe our prayers aſcend and 


. goe before the Lord? Doe they come 


into his fight, and bring us into his 
preſence in the company of izxume- 
rable Anzells, where thouſand thouſands 
ſtand before him, and ten thouſand thou- 
ſanas miniſter unto him, in the congre- 
gation of the firſt borne », whoſe names 
are written in heaven, amidſt the ſpirits 
of juſt and perfect men ? Are they 
$8 6wyfz, and dreimy Stor, (as Niſſen 
and Clemens doe agree) the onely 
meanes of converſation, and contem- 
plation ? whereby wee converſe with 
God and contemplate the brightnes of 
his inviſible gloric? where is our hor- 
ror and confulion, why doe wee not 


8 ſhake,and tremble, at the commenting 
F-of our petitions. How 1s: it: that our 


ſoules are not-proſtrate, and ofr bo- 
dies caſt downe, at the tooteſtoole of 
C3 his 
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his Majcſly, in the ſubmiſs worſhip of 
devout confeſſions,8& procumbeec ado. 
rations?I bluſh to mention the ſtrange 
oſcitancy of many in the ſanQuuarie,the 


rude poſtures, careleſs geſtures of men - 


not well. diſciplined , that fleepe and 
dreame amidſt our ſolemne invocari- 


ons. Verelic God was in the place,and 


they knew it not,celſe would they com. 
port themſelves in a more decent 
and comelie maner, Ir is ſaid of Chrift 
thar he was heard propter reverentiam, 
for the reverent dutifulnes of his filial 
obedience: and doe theſe men thinke 
to be heard for the irreverent ſtout. 
nes,and inflexible ſtiffnes, of their 
Elephantine ſervice & deſpiſed humi- 
litie? I never find that 104» bequca- 
thed his priviledge to any, indeed he 


: leaned upon our Saviours breſt, but it 


was at ſupper not at prayer, for he was 
2zamr& ua, the beloved Diſciple. 
but we are inferior ſervants, and muſt 
holda further diſtance, atleaſt obſc =_ 

| a de- 
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a decorum in ſo roiall, and divine a_ 
preſence. Malta opus wigilaniia 
(faith Bernard ) wee had neede to 
bee carefull, and circumſpeR in the 


whole courſe of our lives, but chicf- 


ly in our prayers. For theeyesof 
God are upon his ſeryants, at all 
times, and inall places: but chiefly 
at their prayers. Then he lookes up- 
on them with the eye of mercie, 
and compaſſion, or rather on his 
Sonne in whom alone he'is well 
pleaſed, For hee is our grand pa- 
tron, and Maſter of requeſts that 
muſt receive our petitions, and ex- 
hibit them to the father that ſo they 
may paſle(as it were)from the An- 


gells hand. 


Though Chriſt bee higher then 


 Aneels, Lord over them,and Prince 


among them, whom all the Angells 
of God doe worſhip and adore: yet 
may he be rermed an Azge/l, bur ic 
iS 9 io80, the Angell, Angelus 
3 fe- 
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ederis, InteKizentia intelligentiarii, 
The Angell of the covenant, the 
Angell of the great Councell and 
high Parliament, tne Court of hea- 
ven-For hc is the Legat, and Nun- 
tio of his father,and becauſe he was 
ſent from heaven to carth, from 
God to man, that he might negoti- 
ate and tranſact his worke, his great 
work, was termed $Sh:loh, which is 
by expoſition ſent, or (if you 
meane to render it with my rexr) a 
meſſenger and an Azzell, Yerleſt _ 
any ſhould aſcribe too much to the 
" Angells, it is not d« manu Angelo- 
rum,from the hand of the Angells, 
but de manu Angeli, from the An- 
gells hand: nor de Angels, from the 
Angell, but de manu Angeli, from 
the hand of the Arzcll, for this is 


and therfore none bur Chriſt, the 
word incarnate, fleſh of our fleſh and 
bone of our bone , the mediator of 

God 


an Azeecl of fleſh,as well as of ſpirit: > | 
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God and man, the man Chriſt leſus, 

What then, is there no roome 
for Saints or Angels in this imploy- 
ment £ leaſt of all will they bee 
Advocates and Clients roo ? Why 
doe they implore help, if they can 
give it ? They are the prayers of 
rhe Saints, that deſire help, and goe 
up before the Lord from the An- 
gels hand, Yet may wee ſay with 
Moſes, Hi ſunt dii tus, 6 Iſ7ael, Theſe 
are thy gods 0 Iſrael. Theſe are thy 
gods 0 Rome. They goe before thee, 
and thou doſt ſtand, and bow. and 
kncele,and lye before them in blind 
2nd fooliſh ſuperſtition, But wee 
have an Advocate with the Father, 
Teſus Chriſt the righteous. 


Xon tal; auxilio nec defenſoribus 


 ifts, 


T CINPUE Cee — 


He is the expiation of our ſins, 
C 4 the 
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the preſenter of our ſuits, by him 
we offer the ſacrifice of praiſe, the 
fruic of our lips, the incenſe of our 
prayers.the devotion of our ſpirits; 
if there bee any vertue, any graci- 
ouſneſſe in us, it is from 1aceby 
hand, the Argels hand, the ſmell 
of his garments, the ſavour of his 
righteouſneſſe, whoſe ſmell is like 
the ſmell of a field which God hath 

bleſt. | 
When Anuzuſtzs ſpared Alexa. 
aria,and hearkned to the cry of the 
inhabitants, he gave three ſeverall 
reaſons: Firſt, the beauty and mag- 
nificence of the City, it was very 
great : Secondly, the honour and 
majcſty of the builder, it was C4- 
lexander the great: butthelaſt and 
chicfeft was the love he bore to his 
friend Arivs, Though God have 
reſpe& unto man for the beauty of 
his image, as he is the glory of his 
creatures,forthe excellency af his 
Maker, 
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Maker, as hee is the workmanſhip 
of God ; yet the greateſt reaſon 15 
the love and favour he bearcth to 
his Sonne Chriſt 1-ſus, If once hee 
looke upon his ſide, his wounds, his 
fect, his nailes, or the hand in my 
Texr. {trercht on the Crofle, and 
reacht towards heaven, hee is pre- 
{ently overcome, and beginnes ro 
cancell the hand-wricing that 15s 
againſt us. So that I may well urge 
ſubſcription to that of learned Az- 
tin, Non ſumus Petriani, fed Chri- 
ſtrani : Wee arenotthe clients of 
Peter, nor yet of Paul,but the hum- 
ble ſervants of our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour 1eſws Chriſt, O the 
Angell,the good Angell,would God 
I might ſeethy face, would God1 
might kiſle thy hand. 0p3ayoy 0 P&Pys 
heinſtrument of inſtruments, that 
workes miracles, obraines victo- 
ries, erects earth, inclines heaven, 
and is moſt active and powerfull to 
 falva- 
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ſalvation. Thy hands drop myrrh, 
pure myrrh , thy fingers droppe 
blood, pure blood ; can the Lord 
behold the wounds thereof, and 
not conſider our prayers ? can the 
Lord behold the ſcarres thereof 
and not grant our petitions ! Tr 
was the ſpeech of B:roz in his di- 
ſtreſſe, Though 1 ſay nothing, the_ 
wounds I beare will ſpeake for mee_.. 
And though wee bee filent, the 
wounds hee beares will ſpeake for 
us. The leaſt ſmoake of a fiph ora .. 
groane muſt needs goe up, and bee 
taken well from the Angels hand. 
For (as Ambroſe ſpeakes) F acies 
Domint illuminatio mentis, mans 
Domini plenitudo bonitatis : The 
face of God is the light of know- 
ledge, the eyes of God the bright- 
neſle of underſtanding,the eares of 
_ God the facility of patience, the 
fect of God the ſtability of judge- 
ment, but the hands of God are the 
riches 
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riches and fulneſſe of mercy and 


of goodnefle. Indeed the hands 


of Hoſes beganne to waxe heavie 
ind Har and Aaron ſupported them 
.ad put a ſtone under them: bur 

the hands of Chriſt are firme and 
ſteddy, the corner-ſtone beares 
themup, and they are never wea- 
rie: For he is our High Prieſt, and 
as it was faid ofa Perſian King,Yere 
longimanus , that doth ſpanne the 
heavens, and meaſure the carth in 
his fiſt, compaſſe the prayers of his 
Church, and write them in the 
palmes of his hands. Is the hand of 
God weakned, or the arme of God 
ſhortned ? yea rather ſtretched 
forth daily, that hee may incitrcle 
and inroule the whole catalogue of 
our petitions : whilſt all the Saints 
in heaven and carth make it their 
greateſt honour and chiefeſt ſecu- 
ritie.to kifſe the Sonne, and em- 

brace the hand of this Cazzel; ro 
knecle 
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kneele downe before Chriſt, and to 
preferre their ſupplications to the 
bleſſed acceptance of his. gracious 
favour, and propitious interceſſt- 
ons, crying inthe language of the 
Poet, and the aſſurance of the 
Spirir, | 
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For if the Lord promile to grant 
whatſoever wee aske in his name, 
how ſhall hee melt at the preſence 
of his Sonne ? when he ſh.ll itand 
before him wich the breſt-plare of 
righteouſnefſe, for that of Aaroz, 
with the ointment of holineſle, for 
that of che Law; with the crowne, 
and the mirer,and the golden plate, 
and theprecious ſtones of his ever- 
Izfting power and ſoveraigne d:vi- 
nity, for thoſe glorious ornaments 
of Leviticallceremonies ? when he 
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T he Incenſe of the Goſpel. 37 
ſhall rake our prayers and mingle 
them with his owne, and bring the 
fire of his Croſle and kindle them 
all rogether, and make a ſweet per- 
fume, not onely toward the vile 
ot the Temple, but through the 
vaile ofthe Tabernacle, that Holy 
of Holies and heaven of heavens, 
and all this with earneſt crics and 
moſt indefatioable perſeverance, 
in ſighes and groanes that are un- 
ſpeakable; then ſhall the Lord for- 
ſake the Tabernacle of his wrath, 
and fly asa Bee that is chaſed with 
ſmoake: that wee may come and 
gather the ſweet honie of mercie, 
and forgivenes, from the Angells 
mouth, and from the Argells hand, 
even /eſas of Nazareth which ſignt- 
fieth a flower, the flower of the gar- 
den, and the flower of {weetnciſe 
!ncomprehenſible. For he it is that 
is Mediator eledtions,and Media- 
tor redemptionis, the Mediatour of 

election, 


38 The Incenſe of the Goſpel. 
cletion and conſervation to the 
Angells, the Mediator of redempti- 
on and inſftauration to us that are 
| hiscreatures, whether in reſpec of 
one nature, Orin reſpe& of both, 
isa worke of the Schooles, and rc- 
quires more ſand then I have to 
ſpend. Let me onely lay this ax:9- 
maticall theoreme as a ground, that 
all the workes of Chrif, as Media- 
tor, are 5+:2:/2z, divinely humane, 
and humanely drvine : whether he 
raught the Church,or wrought mi- 
racles, whether hee endured the 
croſlſe, and deſpiſed the- ſhame, 
whether hee bee exalted upon a 
throne, and preſent our ſupplica- 
tions to the Father ; it concernes 
us more to repaire to him, then to 
enquire the manner of his procee- 
ding. . And therefore let us clenſe 
our violls, and provide our odours, 
purifie our hearts, and make ready 
our prayers, and lay them frankly 

| upon 
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upon our Saviours Croſſe. 

If Leonidas bid us ſtay as hee 
did Alexander, till wee are Lords 
of the Country where the Spiccs 
grow , wee may anſwer , Wee 
dwell in the midſt of them, and 
are ſo already.The Church of God 
as the mountaines of Arabia, a- 
bounds with the treaſure of Sabran 
marchandize , there is Camphire, 
and Cinnamon, and Spicknard,and 
Calamus, and all the Trees of Ins 


_cenſe. 


And that I may come a little 
necrer home . The place wee en- 
joy (praiſed be God, and ler the 
name of his glorious Majeſtie bee 


_ ever bleſſed ) the place I fay wee 


enjoy, as the South Countrey,doth 
abound with Myrrh, and Aloes ; 
and the chicfeſt Spices. _. 
Every. Chappell as a Garden en- 
cloſed , every Temple as an :Or- 
chard of Pomegranates. So that we 
have 


40 The Incenſe of the Goſpel, 
have nothing todoe, but to come; 
and gather, and: bring, and carry 
into the Angels hand.O the gratious 
ſmell and wonderfull fvecincile of 
divine Zitanies, and publike ſervi--: 
ces : Who is able to conceive the 
unſpeakable delight of theſe ſacred 
and heavenly evaporations. They 
are none other then the breath of 
God, and the emiſſions of Para- 
arſe. When the Organs are blowne, 
and the Cymballs make a noyle ; 
when the voices are heard, and the 
whole Quire of Prophets and reli 
gious men doth fill the ayre, with 
the loud cryes, and vocall ſy mpho- 
nies of devour and patheticall in- 
vocations : then doe the Spices 
flow, and the Odours are burnt,and 
the ſmoake of onr Incenſe goes up be- 
fore the Lord from the Angels hand, , 
AMulcaſſes King of Turns being * 
deprived of his Kingdome , lived 
an exile ; but was knowne by the 
ſuaveo- 


| The Incenſe of the Goſpel. 4r 
ſuaveolencie of his garments, and 
the ſweer Odonts hee cyercarryed 
with him: We ate all ſtrangers,and 
aliens, deprived of our glorie, and 


4 caſt forth of Paradiſe: ifever wee 


meane to renew our acquaintance 
with God, wee muſt keepe our 
Odours, and not leave our prayers: 
$1-x and v'yex (as Clemens writes) 
the moiſt ointments of teares and 


 compunction, the dry powders of 


humilitie and devotion. 

Though I might tell yee of Chriſt 
that watcht all nighr at prayer, and 
of a noble Generall that ſpenthalfe 
the night in the temple, his gauntlet 
and headpeece lying by him,and of 
a Saxon King that beſtowed the 
third part of che day naturall at his 
devotions, togerher with many re: 
ligious men, and pious confeRio- 
ners that have imployed the whole 
courſe of their life in making of 
theſe. perfumes ; I ſhall onely be- 
_ÞD feech 
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| ſeech with the Apoſtle thatye pray 
continaally, There be ſome things 
that delight more in the acion, 
then in tranſaQion, when they are 
a doing, then when they are done: 
whereupon faith learned heathen 
Seneca, Incundins eft pingere, quam 
pinxiſſe,agood Painter takes more 
pleaſure in the exerciſe of his 
worke, and inthe laying of his co- 
lours,then1n the faireſt peece when 
itis compleat and finiſht. Of this 
ſort is prayer, and therefore Paw! 
doth not ſay reade continually, or 
{ing continually, but pray continu- 
ally, let it be your evening ſacrifice, 
and your morning ſacrifice, whilſt 
your hands are like Gods hands, 
0714 die expayſe, ſtretcher forth all 
the day long, his 1n pittie, yours in 
pictie;his to invite, yours to intreats 
his to receive, yours to be recei- 
ned. O how well doth it become us 
that live in the midſt of Sion, in a 

time. 
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time of publique Faſt,in Veſpers of 
moſt bleſſed Inavgurations, whilſt 
our Nobles ſtand in the gate, and 
the Princcs of our Tribes goe up to 
Hieruſalem, and our Iudges rake 
ſweer counſcll; and the Sentinells 
of Church and State, adviſe with 
God and the oracles of his Spirit : 
ro make prayers and intercefſions 
for all men, for Kings and ſuch as 
have power over vs, that wee may 
live a quiet and peaceable life, in all 
godlineſſe and honeſtie, in all ver- 
rue and ſafetie. This is acceptable 
with God our Saviour ; witnes the 
Repreſentation, they are as odours- 
witnes the Preſentation, they goe up 
before the Lord from the CAnecdls 
hand. | 

My laſt ſnaforie ſhall be that of 
the Prophet, Levatc manus, fe 
Lifc up your hands together with 
your hearts; your hands in puritie, 
your: hearts in pietie, your hands 

| 2 in 
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in good works, your hearts in good 
thoughts. Hce that praycs and ne- 
yer doth good, lifts up the heart 
withaut the hand : hee that doth 
900d and neyer prates, lifts vp the ©, 
hand without the heart. But wee 
muſt lifr up. hand and heart ; the 
heart to make our prayers,the hand 
to reach them tothe Angel, What 
ean hee doe more then bow the 
head, and open the fide, and ſpread 
the armes, and ſtretch forth the 
hands ? All this yee ſee him doe 
upon the Croſſe, Hee is ready ta 
preſent God, if: wee be readie to 
preſent him. And ſo yee are, whilſt . 
I blow the Trumpet, yee bring the 
Qdours ; whilſt I kindle the fre, 
yee provide the ſacrifice. Now me 
thinkes, I doe not onely reade and 
heare the Viſton of my Propher, 
bur contemplate and behold ir, in 
the midſt of Cleopas and the Diſci- 
Pies, inflamed with love, and bur. 

ning 
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The Incenſe of the Goſpel, as 
ning with devotion. Though yee : 


bee not, as the Romares ſeemed to 


the Galls, Deorum cetus, 4n afſem- 
| bly of eods,.yet are of Saznts, and. 
"| <men that are ſervants to the moſt 


high God. _AHS 16.17. 

O the glorious Sanedrim, and 
bleſſed congregation of Prieſts and 
Elders, DoQorsand Teachers,Pro- 
phets and Evangcliſts, that ſtand 
before me this day with their got 
den Yiolls ! are not your hearts as 
Yioks, and your prayers as Odours ? 
Doe not your thoughts burne, and 
the meditations of your ſoules riſe 
and mount before God, as the ſmoake 
of Incenſe from the Angels hand ? 
They doe and have done,for health 
and fafetie, and redemption, and li- 
berty,from the noyſome peſtilence 
and the outragiovs fury of bloods 


thirſtie enemies. Lord God;Lamb 


of God, Sonne of the Father, th 
takeſt away the ſlnnes of the world, 


have 
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have mercy upon us: Thou that ta- | 
keſt away the finnes of the world, 
receive our prayer: Pitifully behold” 
the ſorrowes of our hearts : Fayou- 
rably with mercy heare our pray- * 
ers : Both now and ever vouchſafe 
to heare us O Chriſt : Gratiouſly 
heare us O Lord Chriſt: To whom 
with the Father and the Spirir;be 
theſe ſweet odours of praiſe and 
glory , thankfulnefſe and 
Tubilic, this day and 
for ever, 
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